
CONFERENCE
May 6 & 7

Grey Eagle Resort and Casino
Tsuut’ina First Nation, Calgary, Alberta

The Government of Canada estimates that in the last two-
years more than 9,000 Canadians have died because of the
opioid crisis. That is approximately 20% of the total fatalities
Canada suffered in nearly six-years of conflict in World War II;
or put another way, in our cities and towns, on our reserves
and in our homes, we have lost 57 times more loved ones than
Canada lost in the entire Afghanistan War. But we are not at
war. Our relatives are dying because of corporate greed and
government failures. Our people are being treated like we are
“collateral damage” in Big Pharma’s relentless quest for profit.

Join us at the “Opioids: Wiping the Tears. Healing the Pain” conference
for a pathway to empowerment and holding those responsible for this

vicious attack on our communities and cultures accountable . . .

www.firstnationopioidhealing.ca



First Nations people are five
times more likely than non–First
Nations citizens to experience

an opioid-related overdose
event, and three times more
likely to die from an opioid-

related overdose.

First Nations people are twice as
likely to be dispensed an opioid

as non–First Nations citizens.

In the last two-years, opioid
overdose and emergency

admission rates have tripled in
the age groups of 15 to 44

years-old.

In some provinces, First Nations
women aged 50 and above

represent the highest
proportion of all opioid-related

fatalities.

On some reserves, an opioid
overdose is reported every

two-hours.

In their crucial report, Evidence Synthesis -
The Opioid Crisis in Canada, Lisa Belzak
(MHSc) and Jessica Halverson (MPH, MSW)
stated, “As early as 2014, First Nations
communities were raising the alarm about
the number of opioid-related overdose
deaths on reserves.” Despite positive
words from the government, the opioid
crisis, like the MMIWG epidemic and other
tragedies confronting First Nations,
continues to escalate, to the degree that
on some reserves an opioid overdose is
reported approximately every two-hours in
a given 48-hour cycle. The Government of
Canada is failing First Nations again. Data
shows that we are losing our youth and
elders to opioids at an alarming rate.
Words are not enough, we must act. We
must wipe our tears and begin to heal. On
May 6 & 7 at Grey Eagle Resort in Calgary,
Alberta, that process begins.

The conference will include a session focusing upon the legal options for
First Nations, which will be led by members of the team that brought the

flagship class action lawsuit against Big Pharma for tribes in the US.

To secure your place and register for the conference
visit: www.firstnationopioidhealing.ca 

Further information and conference agenda:
www.firstnationopioidhealing.ca
www.firstnationopioidhealing.com 

Contact: info@firstnationopioidhealing.ca
406-209-8480

www.firstnationopioidhealing.ca
The conference is being hosted by Carlyle Consulting in association with the

Global Indigenous Council.


